Advances in colon cancer chemotheapy: nursing implications.
Adjuvant chemotherapy for colon cancer has changed significantly during the past 5 years. The traditional agent fluorouracil has been joined by new drugs, including capecitabine, irinotecan, oxaliplatin, and targeted agents such as bevacizumab and cetuximab. These new agents bring different mechanisms of action, different side effects, and new home care nursing implications. Significant improvements in disease-free remissions and survival rates are among the many benefits of these therapies to persons with colon cancer. This article covers these newer agents, targeted therapies for colon cancer, and associated nursing and patient implications, including detailed drug information.